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EVENTS IN ITALY.

Frou 1847 10 1849.

CHAPTER 1.

A sortie on Caorle decided on.—Reasons against it.—The young
men of Naples send a sword of honour to the Author.—Leo-
nardo da Vinci.—Several corps organised into a Brigade.—
The Author named deputy in Naples.—Departure of the
Legions from Rome, and Ferrari.—Stratagems of the enemy.
—Theatre of Venice.

I HAD sufficient experience and knowledge
of history, to foresee the complaints of the
superior officers who followed me to Mestre.
Each believed himself to have co-operated in
the victory more than his companions, and
therefore desired to obtain' the largest share
of praise. After the battle of Marathon, all
yielded the first place to Miltiades ; but every
one believed himself the second.

Remembering the proverb, that “we must
YOL, II, B
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Malghera. The officers of that fort, and the
council of defence have given in writing a
similar well-deserved testimony to this deserv-
ing Colonel.

“LIEUT.-GENERAL G. PEPE,
“ Commander-in-Chief.”

When an honest man is calumniated, and
is aware of the calumny, he has often the
appearance of being guilty. As to myself, I
confess that I had so often seen the valour of
the Italians called in question in newspapers
and pamphlets, in spite of the well-deserved
praise they had earned in all the provinces of
the Peninsula, as well as in the wars of the
French empire, that I always abstained from
going to the Italian Theatre in Paris, where
all the applause showered on the performers
seemed to me to mean, “You can always
sing, but never fight.” But, after the day of
Mestre, I went to the finest theatre in Venice,
where, if I mistake not, a performance was
given for the benefit of the Treasury, and in
one of the scenes nearly thirty young ladies
sang in chorus. I said to myself, “If in
Italy we are superior in all the fine arts, after
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Mestre, we are ourselves at least convinced
that we can fight with more valour than our
enemies.” This idea, and this train of reason-
ing made me, for the first time since many
long years, take pleasure in an Italian theatre,
and in seeing my countrymen sing and
dance.
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prince, the moment has never seemed pro-
pitious for communicating to him your ideas
concerning the plan of campaign. But now
that a new ministry, more in unison with the
parliamentary majority, has liberated Carlo
Alberto from the fetters which impeded his
movements, and has electrified him in sach
a manner that he seems finally reselved to
attempt every possible means of redressing
the wrongs of Italy, and avenging the honour
of her arms, the moment seemed to have
come when your letter might be shown to
him with profit ; and therefore, a few days
ago, I presented myself to him. He received
me with his usual affability, and appeared
only more joyful and better disposed than
ever. He was the first to turn the con-
versation on you. I then directly laid before
him the tenor of your letter,—that is to say,
your idea of making Venice the basis of
operations in the new war, and the certain
results which you anticipate from enterprises
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brizi, a Modenese, with the following letter
and instructions to Rome. I sent the same
to Florence.

« To Colonel Fabbrizi.

“ COLONEL,

“The military and political position
of the Peninsula at this moment is such as
to render it the duty of every truly Italian
citizen to co-operate for its safety by every
means in his power. Commanding in Venice,
which is situated between Piedmont and
Rome, it is my duty to endeavour to stimu-
late each of these governments in augmenting
the number of their forces, in ameliorating
their organisation, and in studying their good
direction.

“You are aware of all I wrote to the King
of Sardinia, and of what, through General
Olivaro and Correnti, I suggested to his
government. You also know that I am
expecting an answer from Turin.

“In the mean time, and through you, I
turn my mind to the Minister of War, and to
Salicetti, in Rome ; nor could I find a supe-
rior officer more capable than yourself of
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sight of our internal affairs. The Roman
government desired to recal its battalion of
about 1,000 men, for the improvement of
which I had taken such pains. I would not
allow them to depart, and I wrote on the
subject to the President Manin, who answered
me thus, on the 10th of March :—

“ GENERAL,

“I fully appreciate the considerations
contained in your letter of yesterday, regard-
ing the propriety of retaining in Venice the
battalion of the Union, sent by the Roman
States, and now claimed by the Minister
Campello, &c., &c.”

One of the considerations contained in my
letter of the 8th of March to Manin, to demon-
strate the necessity of retaining the said
battalion, was the following :—

“ At this moment,” I said, “it appears that
the enemy is preparing to attack our forts on
terra firma. The best method of defending
these forts is continually to attack the be-
siegers by frequent sorties, which require
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occupying a hostile country, in marching
against the Piedmontese, left in all Lombardy
only 10,000 men, and kept all the rest of his
army united under himself. To send out
large detachments, forces very superior to
those of the enemy are necessary.

It only remains for me to add to this sad
chapter, that the Sardinian troops were
wanting neither in valour nor in Italian
feelings. As long as the people of Northern
Italy have an army, they are, and will be,
truly Italian.

VOL. 1I. 4
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Lieut.-General Appel, who speedily demanded
with threats, that the heads of the insurrec-
tion should be given up to him. Slaughter
was now organised. Women and children,
the aged and the helpless, were first horribly
macerated. We will retail a few facts to
illustrate the wickedness of the conquerors.
The priest Gabetti, a school-master, trusting
in the terms of the surrender, went outside
the walls to visit his cottage, which had been
set fire to on the preceding night, and in
which his mother lived ; but scarcely had he
gone out, when he was seized and conducted
to Haynau in the castle, where on the
following day he was shot as a patriot priest.

A more horrible martyrdom closed the life
of Pietro Venturini, a member of the legal
profession, and popular among the Brescians:
weighed down by years and by gout, he was
pressed with threats to swear fidelity to the
Imperial banners; he boldly threw himself on
the bayonets pointed to his heart, and cursing
the enemies of Italy, and lovingly saluting his
country and liberty, he sought and obtained
death.

Some iniquitous Croats laid their hands on
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fire, and other war taxes, amounting to seven
millions and a half, insulted the municipality
by sending them the bills for provisions and
powder, demanding that the city should pay
these expenses. Moreover, they ordered them
to collect money for the erection of a triumphal
monument, on the Piazza, to the soldiers who
. bad fallen before Brescia. We shall one day
see that all Italy will erect a worthy funeral
monument to the memory of Austria.

The high-minded Brescians did not lose
courage ; they did not break out into discord
and calumny ; they felt that their dignity was
saved ; they fell under the superiority of phy-
sical force, after the highest proofs of courage
and valour.

The people did not reproach their chiefs
with the fatal issue of the insurrection, though
the destruction of their houses and the death
of their companions was before their eyes ;
at the risk of their lives, they placed the most
noted authors of the insurrection in safety out
of the city.

‘Haynau and Appel, however vigilant, had
only laid hands on those who had taken no
part in leading the revolt. This may perhaps,

VOL. 11, H
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have induced the two Lieutenant-marshals to
institute, in July, the infamous process against
twelve of the populace ; when all Italy was
prostrate, and four months had elapsed for
the first fury of vengeance to be appeased.
They were sentenced to die the death of
thieves, and twelve gallows were expressly
erected on the bulwarks of the city, where
they were executed.
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CHAPTER V.

Possibility for the Venetian Government of avoiding the failure
of food and ammunition.—Project addressed to the Roman
and Tuscan Governments for continuing the War in Italy.—
Letter received in reply by the Roman Envoy, Anace.—The
manner in which the Author might thrice have contributed
to Italian Independence.—Address of the Venetian Govern-
ment to France and England.—General Haynau hastens to
inform the Venetians of the Victory of Novara.—Memorable
Decree of the Venetian Government on the 2nd of April.—
Contrarieties experienced by the Author.—What kind of
‘Warfare might possibly be continued round the Lagoon.—
Letter received by the Head of the Staff from the popular
Venetian Circolo.—Strange and ridiculous means employed
by the enemy to obtain the surrender of Venice.

THERE was much discussion in Venice on our
military and political position, especially when
we were reduced to the last extremities.
Among the points of discussion, the most
important, after the loss of the battle of
Novara, was whether the government might
have been able to provide for a long defence
in the Estuary. There is no doubt that two
steam frigates, added to the sailing and steam

vessels we already possessed, with a better
"2
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be mere impediments, and where the infantry
could not combat in regular order.

“4. This corps of middle Italy, and the
other of Piedmont and Lombardy (supposing
such a one organised) might unite according
to circumstances, either at the foot of the
Alps, or on the chain of the Apennines, and
then concealing their movements, might enter
the kingdom of Naples. In this case the fall
of the Neapolitan government would be
inevitable, and the salvation of Italy would
be the consequence.

5. Should the troops of King Ferdinand,
already occupied with Sicily, seek in con-
junction with the Austrians to surround the
Italian corps, the latter, profiting by the
favourable positions which the Peninsula
offers, would fall on one of the columns with
the boldness and celerity which patriotic
enthusiasm excites, and which effected such
prodigies in Milan, in Brescia, and even yet
in Venice.

“6. This war must be carried on after the
manner of Spartacus and Sertorius. The
first put the glory of Crassus in peril,
though he had shut up his adversary in the
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before the loss of the battle of Novara, adher-
ing to my second project and to the contents
of my letter, had sent me 12,000 Piedmontese.
In fine, the Austrians would have been driven
beyond the Alps if the Roman government
alone, or in conjunction with Tuscany, had
placed me in a position to enter the kingdom
of Naples.

In the midst of these vicissitudes, the
Venetian government was busily occupied in
treating with France and England, asking
their good offices in favour of Venice, and
imploring that it might experience the effects
of that sympathy of which we had heard so
much, and of that mediation which we had
so often been made to hope for.

About this time there were many tem-
pests at sea, which caused more disasters
among our small craft than in the enemy’s
squadron, either when they were entering the
Lagoon, or carrying despatches to terra firma.
General Haynau, hoping that our population
and our garrison would lose courage on
hearing of the misfortunes of the Piedmon-
tese, took care that the news should reach us
as speedily as possible, being ignorant that
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CHAPTER VI.

SUCCINCT ACCOUNT OF THE EVENTS IN THE ISLAND OF SICILY.

THE events which took place in Sicily, and
which I am about to relate, are taken from
the work of a Sicilian who was on the spot ;-
and though I do not agree with him in every
thing, and in some of his judgments he does
not seem to do sufficient honour to his coun-
try, I shall still follow him in these pages
without any modification, because I believe
the facts he relates to be correct.

I. The special character of the revolution in
Sicily, the position of the country, and the
causes of its agitation, merit the most serious
attention. In the actual situation of Europe,
and especially of Italy, all should be prepared
for a new struggle. It is necessary that the
well-disposed should seriously examine the
errors of the first movement, in order to
avoid in future the rocks against which the
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miserable provinces every generous instinct.
The military commissions and the extraor- .
dinary tribunals marvellously assisted such
a system : like the destructive winds from
Africa, it dried up all the resources of an
agricultural population ; and commerce was
always struck with excessive taxes, and
iniquitous and vexatious means of exaction.
The monopoly of sulphur was contracted
for by a French company, which was after-
wards dissolved by the intervention of Eng-
land ; nor was this the last blow to the national
prosperity. To such misery was this people
reduced, who were habituated to govern
themselves by their own laws, and to live
under a representative system which had its
origin in the manners and customs of the
country. Various insurrectionary movements
were set on foot, and one among others would
have succeeded in 1835, if the cholera had
not raged in the island, and in a short space of
time carried off 9000 of the inhabitants of the
capita. The army then extinguished the
partial movements in Syracuse and Catania ;
exile and assassination were legalised by the
military junta; and thus closed that fatal year.
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a corps, yet so it was. The chiefs who com-
manded it were deficient both in military
science and in courage ; they lost their time
in vain attempts, and the self-reliance of the
soldiers was destroyed. Had a more daring
General been at their head, or had he marched
directly against the city, perhaps on that day
the revolution would have been extinguished,
or retarded. The leaders of the movement
profited by these errors, and did not cease
their attacks ; from day to day it became
more impossible for the Neapolitans to hold
the city. On the night of the 26th January,
they abandoned the royal palace in haste,
and forming themselves into a column, they
began a disorderly retreat, which might
almost be called a flight. The manner in
which the troops were embarked was equally
discreditable : if they had only taken a small
battery, which commanded the peortion of
the coast lying under the protection of the
forts, they might have embarked in all secu-
rity. But by neglecting this, they were
obliged to take a difficult route under the
mountains which crown Palermo. Two days
were lost in intricate roads, and the troops
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is lacerated on thinking of the many chances
to be run, and the many tears to be shed for
the misery of the nation, which still groans
under a yoke of iron.

One smiles bitterly at the pompous title of
civilised, with which this nineteenth century is
qualified by many.

Religion and civilisation were unknown
to the barbarians who formerly devastated
Europe. These sacred names now serve to
cover such wickedness, that posterity will
Weep Over our memory.
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besieged fortress, as you have lately done.
I have, therefore, the honour to wamn you
that my advanced posts have received posi-
tive orders to consider the bearer of any.
open letter as a spy, and to treat him aceord-.

ingly.

 To,the General Haynau, &, de”

“G. ULLoaA.

“L. T.R., Commanding the Second Corps.

“The Commander of the Fort of Malghera
is informed that hostilities were suspemnded
by the besieging Imperial troops in order to.
send the summons, of which the copy is here
joined, of Marshal Radetzky to the inhabi-
tants of Venice.

“ HAYNAU, &e., &c.
“ To the Commandant of the Fort of Malghera.”

If the forces in the Lagoon had been suf-
ficiently numerous, I should have made more
use of the bayonet, than of the artillery ;
but sickness, which had rendered the nume-.
rical inferiority of the garrison more evident,
obliged me to limit myself to the defensive.
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“7. The Director of Artillery and Engineers,
General of Division, ARMANDI.
. “8. Member of the Council of Defence, and
" Vice-Admiral, General Bezra.
9. Commander of the Land Artillery, General
Pavrvuccr.
“10. Member of the Council of Defence, Colonel
MirLant.
“1l. Director of the Infantry at Cavallina,
Colonel FoNTaNA.
“12. Adjutant-in-Chief of the Land Army,
Colonel MARCELLoO.
¢ 18. Inspector of the Fifth District of Defence,
Captain RarraELLI, of the Navy.
“14. Commandant of Division, &c., Captain
Fiozzo (Navy).
“15. Commandant of the Corps of Engineers
and Sappers, Lieut.-Colonel RaNzELLI.
“16. Commandant of the Marine Artillery,
Lieut.-Colonel MarcHEsI.
*17. Member of the Council of Defence, Lieut.
MaiNarpr (Navy).

“The General-in-Chief opened the confer-
ence by referring to the progress of the
operations of attack on the fort of Malghera,
on the part of the enemy, and by discussing
the defence, which, for several days, has been
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Brondolo ; that the navy had neither here,
nor elsewhere, any other means to add.

“The General-in-Chief having then made
known the necessity that the navy should
prepare to attack the vessels of the enemy,
he was answered, that the greatest force
the Venetian navy could furnish, could do
no more than protect the commerce of the
coast.

“ After this discussion the conference was
dissolved.”

VOL. IT. X
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Fifty resolute men would have been suf-
ficient to oppose this reaction. The repre-
sentatives of the executive power took no
measures for this purpose. It is, therefore,
believed by many, that, after the unfortunate
battle of Novara, the restoration of the Grand
Duke was meant to be allowed.
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vessels followed this example, and went off
to the right and left, while the steamers have
gone out towards Caorle. At the hour I am
writing, one corvette and one brigantine alone
remain in these parts.

“Both yesterday and to-day, the fort of
Brondolo, as well as the line of the Brenta,
discharged a few guns against the enemy’s
works, and especially against those which are
situated near the Ghiacciaja; they were
effectively aided by the fort St. Michael, and
compelled the enemy to abandon the position
and take to flight. Ca’Lino, also, and the
new fort, fired several discharges against the
enemy’s steamers, which endeavoured to ap-
proach : they were obliged to put out to sea,
and get near Ca’ Leri, out of the reach of
our guns. There was said to have been some
brisk firing at Ca’ Lino, last night, with the
enemy’s patrols and picquets. We had three
men wounded.

“ INSPECTOR-GENERAL Ri1zZARDIL”
L J

From the railroad, on the 8th of June,
General Ulloa wrote to the Commander-in-
Chief as follows :—~—
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“THE useful and zealous service of our
batteries and armed boats, still retards con-
siderably the progress of the enemy’s works.
Thus, yesterday, about mid-day, a bomb,
aimed with singular precision from the battery
on the middle bridge, blew up a deposit of
powder in St. Giuliano, causing the enemy a,
considerable loss of time and men.

“Besides the usual reconnoissances from
the right wing, two pirogues of the left
accomplished, during the night, another bold
expedition, under the orders of Major Rudelli,
against a work of the enemy which had been
observed at the mouth of the canal Botter-
righi. They approached the point stealthily.
While the two pirogues occupied the adver-
sary with a continual fire, fifty brave men of
the corps of marine infantry and of the crews
of that division, led by Captain Luigi Talento,
landed on the opposite shore, and compelled
the enemy, after a long and sharp combat,
to suspend their fire and give up the
position. This affair cost us only four men
wounded.

“On the same shores were discovered this
morning some fresh pieces, placed there
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position, the soldiers of the Lagoon have
proved themselves worthy of the glory which
crowned Venice during fourteen centuries,
and of our beloved Italy, which, though alter-
nately sovereign and oppressed, is still ever
unrivalled,

“ GueLIELMO PEPE.
« Lieutenant-General, &c., d:c.”
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“The military forces of the city are thus
divided, and occupy two points ; that of the
borders of the Lagoon, which includes the
first Circondario; and one half of the city.
These two points of defence communicate by
means of the bridge of Rialto. The command
of the first divisionis confided to a general,—
that of the second to the commandant of the
civic guard ; but both under the orders of
the General-in-chief.

“ The present regulations being approved,
the commandant of the civic guard should
make a list of the individuals composing the
two battalions which are to serve in the first
Circondario, and of the colonel who commands
them. I invoke the patriotism of the com-
mander of the civic guard in making choice
of the officers, subaltern officers, and simple
National Guards, who are to compose the
two battalions called mobile.

“All the arrangements, not contemplated
in the present project, remain unchanged.

“ Accept, Signor Presidente, the assurance

of my high esteem. G Py
“ (x. PEPE,
« General-in-Chief.”
82
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useless, since France, as well as Austria, was
hostile to Italy, and Hungarian liberty had
already fallen.

“ Order of the Day.
% VENICE, 3lst July, 1849.

“ Officers, subaltern officers and soldiers,
in order to make a trial of the capabilities of
Italians in the career of arms, fortune has
placed you in the midst of the most difficult
trials which our profession can ever encounter,
—privations of every sort, sickness, a long
blockade, a siege in which the enemy has
availed himself of every means which the
best artillery of our times can furnish. To
these calamities, others still more grievous
are added.

“ We are abandoned by all the world, and
menaced with famine. To so much danger,
to such long and bitter suffering, you have
opposed contempt of life, unparalleled perse-
verance, and, above all, that calm which is so
rare in young soldiers, and which has perhaps
been infused into your minds by the holiness
of the cause for which you are fighting ; a
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even of your enemies, envy, and not com-
passion.

“ @. PEPE,
“ Commander-in-Chief, &c.”

This was the last of my many Orders of
the day which I made use of for the space of
a year and a half as a means of exciting
Italian sentiments, contempt of life, and love
of discipline, and of showing the various
people of the Peninsula the conduct of the
small army of the Lagoon, abandoned by
men and by heaven to the barbarous attacks
of a great empire.
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Abandoned to clerical vengeance, the
tyranny which the Legations endured became
more cruel. The sect of the San-Fedisti
was organised by the government ; concealed:
hatred became more fierce and intense. The
people waited ; the insurrection of 1843, and
the timid white flag in 1845, were vain: efforts
for liberty.

The prisons were daily more crowded when
Gregory XVI. died. The people were now
ready to break out ; the assembled Cardinals
felt the earth tremble beneath them ; they
considered with fear the perils of a revolution,
and the expense of an Austrian occupation.
They therefore desired that the new Pope
should be one who could appease the irritation
of men’s minds, and concede something, with-
out shaking the ancient fabric. With these
intentions they elected, in 1846, to the ponti-
fical throne, Maria Mastai Ferretti ; he took
the name of Pius IX.

The history of this pontificate is marked by
the Italian revolutions of this epoch ; revolu-
tions generated by the mental powers of our
ancient stock, as well as by the agency of the
whole human race. The populace impute
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people of Rome could no longer be restrained.
“ The Pope, our divine Pius IX., cannot refuse
us what the Bourbon has granted ;”—and
the multitude again broke forth in rejoicings
on the piazza, more ardent and excited than
ever. The supreme hour had come for the
revival of a people which Heaven seemed to
have raised out of the tomb. The cry of
liberty now became menacing: Pius IX,,
though timidly, breaks the sacerdotal seals,
and on the last page of the papal volume
inscribes the Statuto, the fundamental statute of
the temporal government of the States of the
Holy Church.

But the civil movements of Rome in 1846
became Italian in the following year, and
European after the revolution in France. In
1848 the Italians of the two Sicilies were the
first to revolt ; and, last in Europe, fell Rome
and Venice.

Paris had overthrown its monarchy, and
from France the first republican cry came
forth. At this cry Berlin was commoved,
and threatened her King: Vienna was in
ebullition, and the terrified Casar was brought
to a reckoning with his people.
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this was so, why not make war ? If it was
unjust, why exhort the Emperor to feeble
concessions ? If nations have natural limits,
it is consequently a natural right to defend
them ; and those who overstep them offend
Nature and God. To have recourse to advice,
rather than to arms, was both short-sighted
and perfidious. Could the Emperor be moved
by words, rather than the power of arms, to
abandon Italy ?

But the more the Pope was averse to war,
the more fatal it became for him to leave a
free course to events. Yet he called to the
government only the men who were univer-
sally popular. Among the new ministers was
Terenzio Mamiani, a terse versifier, a studious
metaphysician, a man of subtle mind, both
prudent and clever : he placed the summit of
wisdom in ever pursuing half measures, and
balancing all extreme parties by temporisa-
tion. The president of the ministry was
Cardinal Soglia, who, two months previously,
had sent a letter written in cypher to the
pontifical Nunzio then residing at Inspruck ;
this letter was intercepted and published in
Milan in the journal Dell’ Italia del Popolo.

VOL. 1L, T
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Roman soldiers who were combating in the
Venetian provinces, and memorable were the
enthusiasm and the boldness they showed in
defending Vicenza. While Charles Albert
was besieging Peschiera, the passage of the
Alps was left open to the Austrian army.
Radetzky increased his army to more than
18,000 men, some of whom arrived before
Vicenza, and endeavoured to take it. Vi-
cenza, guarded by 2000 volunteers from
the Romagna, and some hundred Lombards,
fiercely repulsed the assault.

General Durando, with 5000 men, hastened
to the relief of the menaced city ; the obsti-
nate Radetzky did not change his purpose;
he again sent his battalions to the assault,
and again they were repulsed by Italian
valour. '

But no sooner were the Austrian arms
vanquished at Goito, than Marshal Radetzky
passed the Adige with 30,000 men, and
seventy cannons ; and on the 10th of June,
by way of Montaguane, he appeared before
Vicenza. It was then garrisoned with an
army of 10,000 men, commanded by General

Durando. The bulk of the Roman militia
29












EVENTS IN ITALY. 279

to protest against the violation of the terri-
tory. The Austrian General tore up the
protest, dismissed the deputies, and on the
morning of the 7th entered Bologna with a
part of his troops : he had a short conversa-
tion with'Bianchetti, and then commanded his
Croats to march out by the gate of St. Felix.

But on the first entry of the Austrians the
people became furious. They began by jeer-
ing and provoking the Croats; from angry
words they soon came to blows and bloodshed.
Many soldiers were struck, and one officer
was killed. General Welden then ordered
his 5000 men to commence the assault.

The people, undaunted, rose with fury
crying, “ To arms!” Immediately the city
was barricaded and blocked up on all sides ;
the bells were rung, and the armed citizens
placed themselves to defend the barricades.
The combat commenced on the morning of
the 8th.  The Austrians cannonaded the city
from the gate of St. Felix ; then, ascending the
hill from the gate ‘Galline, they placed their
- artillery there, and fired on the city without
any obstacle intervening.

The people could no longer contain them-
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Bourbon of Naples, and to join the European
reaction . in the meantime, to create a code
of laws, to reform the civil ordinances, and
introduce.better rules of administration. In
the government journal, some opinions were
expressed against the house of Savoy ; and
the defeat of Piedmont and of the King was
spoken of. o

The people believed themselves betrayed.
For them, all reform consisted in driving out
the barbarians, and in national liberty ; and
before creating codes, they wished to erect
the national power. Lombard blood from the
banks of the Po cried out to them, “ Arms
and Vengeance!” and they hated all who
were deaf to this cry. And why speak of
the Piedinontese defeat? Why not rather
forget errors and misfortunes, and speak only
of a rescue from Rome ?

. The people believed themselves betrayed ;
they were tumultuous, and so full of rage,
that the cup already overflowed.

On the 15th of November, parliament was
convoked. A crowd was assembled round
the doors of the palace where the deputies
sat. Rossi appeared, and with a disdainful
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were vain. Twice, also, the Pope elected a
council to govern the state; but the office
was refused. There was therefore no govern-
ment in Rome. The parliament chose a
provisional giunta, and then dissolved itself.
For two months this giunta ruled the state.
But the pontifical authority having fallen, the
authorities constituted by the Pope also fell ;
and, by a decree of the revolution in Rome,
an appeal was to be made to all the people of
the state. '

By order of the giunta, the people assem-
bled in committees to elect, by direct and
universal suffrage, a constituent assembly.
Out of a population of 2,800,000 souls, 343,000
citizens voted in the committees. On the
6th of February, the representatives of -the
people met in Rome ; and on the 9th, after
about fifteen hours of solemn discussion, the
fall of the papal power in the Roman states
was decreed, and the republic was proclaimed
from the Capitol, in the midst of the immense
applause of the people. The government was
confided to an executive committee.

But while new-born liberty was thus being
organised in Rome, both in Rome and in all
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But in the neighbouring island of Lido, a
battalion of which, for the sake of its valour
and the services it had rendered, I will not
mention the name, refused to embark for
Treporti in order to garrison that fort. With-
out losing an instant, I charged General
Cavadelis to repair immediately to Lido, to
form the battalion into a square, and to tell
these soldiers that their disobedience had
obliterated the remembrance of their own
former valorous deeds, and those of their
companions in arms. He was to add, that if
they did not obey, I should myself go and
have them fired on by the two campaign
batteries which were there. The battalion
obeyed without hesitation.

A general who commanded in an island
not far from the capital, forgetting my rigor-
ous orders, which obliged the officers of every
grade not to leave their posts, came daily to
Venice. I warned him of the fault, which in
presence of the enemy became a crime, and I
did this in vigorous language. The general
wrote me a letter which was injurious to sub-
ordination. Among other things he threatened
to have recourse to the government to obtain
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CHAPTER XIV.

Admirable conduct of the Venetians.—Meeting of the Assembly
and its decree.—The total want of powder and bread forces
the Government to treat with the enemy.—The Author'’s
irrevocable determination if the enemy had not granted an
honourable capitulation.—Wants of the military provided
for.—The Author quits Venice.—Letter from the Munici-
pality, and answer.—Address to the Neapolitan soldiers on
the Lagoon.—Conclusion, on the events of the Peninsula.—
The Author’s address to his countrymen.

THE month of August was advancing, and the
Venetians gave examples, new to history, of
unbounded patriotism. Without wandering
among the pages which tell of ancient prowess,
we may admire the vigour of Masaniello’s
fellow citizens ; then that of the people of
Genoa; and afterwards the N. eapdlita.ns, when,
outside the walls of the capital and in open
campaign, they combated the French army
commanded by Championet. Lastly, we have
heard with wonder of the deeds done in Milan,
Bologna, Brescia. But the desperate valour
of the people of Naples, Genoa, Milan, &c.,
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assured that the military in all the Estuary
had maintained strict discipline, I embarked
on a French war-steamer, with four officers
of my staff,—General Ulloa, Colonel Cosenz,
Lieutenant-Colonel Assanti, and Major Cur-
rano. A moment before I embarked, I received
from the municipality the following letter,
which proves that those noble minds were
heedless of pleasing an enemy expected so
speedily to lord it over those illustrious
provinces, which had so well deserved, not
thraldom, but liberty.

“To his Excellency the illustrious General
and eminent Citizen, Guglielmo Pepe.

“ EXCELLENCY,

“Venice has had you for the com-
panion of her sacrifices and the sharer of her
privations. Your noble deeds have ever
equalled the warm interest you have ex-
pressed in her fate. Venice must ever regard
you as a brother and a friend.

“You have consoled her with that affection
which can only be felt for a beloved country.
You have been to her generous beyond all
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proportion, from your corps than from any
other.

“ Malghera was commanded by a Neapolitan
when it became a mass of ruins,

“The most exposed batteries, the defences
on the bridge, and those of St. Secondo
which sheltered Venice, the threatened bat-
teries on the Brenta, were all commanded by
Neapolitans.

“The Argante of the entire garrison was
Rosaroll of Naples, who died gloriously as he
had lived in defending the battery of St. An-
tonio, which he had commanded. In the
sortie of Mestre, worthy of long remembrance,
Alessandro Poerio, also of Naples, met death
while advancing with desperate valour.

“ Most brave were all the soldiers who so
admirably upheld Venice, and you were
bravest among the brave. During these last
days, when not the destruction of two-thirds
of theillustrious capital, not the cholera which
thinned your ranks even more than the
artillery of the enemy, but the want of gun-
powder and food alone made surrender
imperative, you to the last fearlessly main-

tained discipline inviolate, and won the
Y2
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Italians are not ripe for liberty;” « The
Italians are not yet in a state to act alone.”
These are not the phrases of conviction, but
of that jealousy to which the human race is
condemned, like him who voted for the ostra-
cism of Aristides. The superiority of the
Italians, which is read of in history from the
earliest ages, becomes wearisome ; it is annoy-
ing to see them sometimes exalted, sometimes
oppressed by Fortune, but ever favoured by
Nature, ever chafing and unsubdued.

I confess that in myself patriotism is
stronger than philanthropy ; and that if I
were not an Italian, I too should be annoyed
at hearing the palm, sometimes for one thing,
sometimes for another, always given to the
Peninsula. When the Etruscan greatness
ceased, that of Magna Gracia and Sicily com-
menced, and was often superior to the fame
of Grreece itself. When Tarento, Sibari, Reggio,
Cotrone, Metaponto, Agrigento, and Syracuse,
declined, behold Rome embracing the known
world by the power of mind and arms. The
great empire fell, not without leaving immor-
tal traditions, and there arose Venice, Florence,
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Spaniards, who were supported by a fleet and
by three castles. The Genoese did the same
by the Austrians shut within their walls. Half
a century ago the Neapolitans abandoned
their city, and met the French army under
Championet in open campaign. The Milanese
latterly, after five days’ combat, vanquished
and drove out the Austrian army, who were
supported by a strong citadel ; and the valour
of Milan was soon after renewed in Brescia.
But neither these facts, nor the destruction
of 20,000 Austrians round Venice, will pre-
vent it from being said, “The Italians do
not fight.”

When the valour which was displayed in
the defence of Rome cannot be denied, the
deputies of a generous people exclaim, “It is
true they fought in the defence of Rome, but
the combatants were foreigners.” These
foreigners were from the Roman provinces and
Rome itself, assisted by Lombards, Bolognese,
Neapolitans, Sicilians.

Is it not evident that, beyond the Alps, the
constant superiority of Italy, in every enter-
prise, cannot be pardoned ?
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passing alternately through camps and pri- -
sons, I arrived at the highest military grade,
and found myself in an abject court, which
never dazzled me. My illusions had vanished
with my early youth, but the love of liberty
never left my breast.

In 1819, at the risk of losing my rank and
liberty, I sent away from my head-quarters
at Avellino the Lieutenant-Colonel Lanzetti,
because he had been one of the judges who
had condemned to death Murat, their late
King. But whilst this same Murat reigned,
1, his general, conspired three times in order
to oblige him to give a constitution to my
enslaved country.

Man is weak by nature, and in servitude
he becomes low and despicable; liberty
alone, by exalting him, cancels in great part
his natural defects. These reflections never
abandoned me. I, who in my political vicissi-
tudes had never once the misfortune to cause
blood to be shed, yet highly admired Sylla.
I saw the most honoured courtiers, at the
approach of misfortune, betray their King
and country ; but the exile Sylla, not to abase
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the glory of Rome, then ruled by his rival
Marius, proudly refused the assistance of
Mithridates.

The year 1820 approached, and I was on
the point of. obtaining a guarantee of high
independence for Italy; when sad destiny
prevented me from making the Emperor
Francis, Ferdinand I., Metternich, and Medici
my captives. Not long after, at the head
of 40,000 men I entered Naples, and while
demanding wide institutions from my King,
I sent a man who cried “ Viva la Repubblica”
to the castle of St. Elmo; and I did this
because I loved my country better than a
republic, and in the condition of Europe at
that moment I asked not what I most desired,
but what was most useful.

In May 1848 I commanded the Neapolitan
army which was to combat the Austrians ;
instead of obeying the order for their recal
I consulted the interests of Italy, passed
the Po, and hastened to defend the Vene-
tian republic. Yet I was afterwards a par-
tisan of the fusion with Sardinia. - “ How,”
I heard it said, “do you like a King?”
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Certainly I am for him, since he has com-
promised himself in the cause of independence,
since he can dispose of nearly 100,000
men, and form by the fusion a kingdom of
11,000,000 of Italians, including Genoa and
Venice. During the short period of the
fusion a citizen of note, who had belonged to
the last "government, presented himself to me
and said, “There are reports current, that
Charles Albert is sending a large body of
troops into Venice with evil views; what will
you do if this is verified ?”—I should oppose
their entrance into the Lagoon, since their
mission should be, not to encumber it, but to
combat the Austrians.

A month later, before the disasters of
Novara, I wrote to the Sardinian King, that,
though by character averse to kings, I should
be the first to proclaim his Majesty King of
all Italy, as soon as he passed the Isonzo.
Thus, in the midst of apparent contradictions,

my aim has ever been Italian independence.
 In reference to past events I blame those
who, instead of encouraging Charles Albert,
deserted him on inopportune pretexts. I
blame the patriots in Naples, who ran to
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arms on the 15th of May. But towards each
I should add, that, where their intentions
were right, my blame is that of a brother.

As to the fature, since it is impossible to
foresee coming events, I will only exhort my
countrymen to be united, and to let their first
and dearest object ever remain the expulsion
of the Austrians,

THE END.

LONDON?
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